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The Detriment of Passive Support  

and the Benefit of Passive Resistance 
 

By Charles Leslie, Jr. 

Placencia Village Council Chairman 

 

In todayôs world, many of us are accustomed to 

the adage that ñsomeone else will do it, it is not 

my problem,ò  or ñit does not affect me.ò  

 

Many call this  apathy.  I beg to differ.  I donôt 

believe it is solely apathy.  I believe  we live in 

a time where we are bombarded with so much, 

and have so much going on in our own personal 

lives, that we  are passive supporters. 

 

Passive support means we complain about situ-

ations, but take no action to affect changes or 

improvements in these situations.  Passive sup-

port is everywhere and practiced by everyone, 

whether they are aware of it, or not. 

 

For example, I believe passive support is the 

reason why people complain about: 

¶ Facebook, yet they are on Facebook every 

single day for hours at a time. 

¶ How expensive a particular restaurant is, 

yet they eat there every week with their 

family and friends. 

¶ A particular political party, yet vote them 

back into power, time and time again. 

 

It is easy to call in the morning shows, and 

write letters to the newspapers or stand on the 

street corner and complain about how bad a 

particular Government administration is.   

 

However, the majority of Belizeans fail to back 

it up with meaningful action.  They fall for the 

same old political tricks, such as selling their 

votes, knowing that they will endure the same 

hardships, and maybe even worse, because they 

are re--electing the same people responsible for 

these hardships. 

 

And we pay a big price for our passive support. 

 

Passive support is the child of inaction. If we 

oppose something and do nothing but complain 

about it, we become supporters of what we are 

against.  Our passivity guarantees that nothing 

will change. 

 

Each time we address issues and do not act,  we 

fail to be the change we want to see in the 

world. 

 

Our nation, especially our future generations, 

our young people and children are paying a 

high price for our passive inactivity. 

 

What is needed in this country is Passive 

Resistance 

 

Passive resistance can bring this ship about in 

Belize. 

 

Passive resistance, also known as ñthe politics 

of ordinary people,ò is the practice of achieving 

goals through nonviolent actions that challenge 

social, political, cultural, legal, or governmental 

issues.  Action need not be violentðchange can 

happen peacefully.   

 

Picketing, peaceful demonstrations, economic 

boycotts, tax resistance, strikes, distribution of 

informational leaflets, protest art, protest music, 
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Fab 1 dredges in the Placencia Lagoon without using silt curtains, as required by Section 3.02.5 of its 

environmental compliance plan (ECP) for the construction of a dry dock and boat storage on the Lagoon near Serenity Resort.   The 

ECP was signed by Doug Ingersoll, who is also a director of the Hatchet Caye resort development.  Silt curtains are required when 

dredging in the Lagoon to protect the Lagoon from silt created by the dredging process.  This silt can smother and kill seagrass beds and 

harm fish, manatee, dolphins and other forms of wildlife in the Placencia Lagoon by cutting off sunlight and reducing visibility needed 

for marine animals to find and catch food. 

Save our Trees!  

 

by Ciara Vernon 
(Ciara Vernon,14 year old daughter of Placenciaôs Deb and Dave Vernon, owners of Deb and Daveôs Last Resort,  North Beach and  Toadal Adven-

tures, will attend Independence High School in the fall.  Roots and Reef is proud to publish this persuasive essay Ciara wrote as a school assignment)  

 

Recently in our community, I witnessed the clearing of a property for development. The bulldozer just came through and hit down every 

tree in its way. Old trees that have been there for over 50 years got pulled out. Having to witness that made me very sad. The cutting of 

trees is very bad for the environment.  It can cause many things to happen in the area.  Everyone should help prevent all sorts of destruc-

tion and tearing up of trees. We all can help keep our environment healthy and beautiful. 

 

Cutting down our trees will do damage to the ground.  It can cause erosion in the sand. The sand will start eroding because there are no 

roots to hold it together.  Roots are an important part of keeping soil from eroding. Cleared land will flood a lot in lower areas because  

continued on page 6 
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Lionfish:  King of the Reef?  
 
By Alison Stogner and Will Stevenson, Texas A&M University undergraduate student 

interns at Southern Environmental Association (SEA) 

 

Just as the African lion, the top predator in its environment, is referred to as king, the lion-

fish may soon take reign over the reefs in the Caribbean Sea.  A non-native predator, lion-

fish are believed to have been released into the Western Atlantic off the coast of Florida in 

1992 when Hurricane Andrew damaged a Florida pet shop.  In the next 20 years, lionfish 

populations exploded across the western Atlantic basin, threatening local fish and the peo-

ple who rely on local fish for food and income. 

 

Originally native to the Indo-Pacific, lionfish have now been sighted as far north as Massachusetts and as far south as South America.  

Lionfish were first discovered in Belize in 2008 at Gloverôs Atoll on a diving trip with Sea Horse Diveshop and have since proliferated 

throughout our coastal waters since that time.  (The first capture of a lionfish was in the Turneffe Atoll, also in 2008.) 

 

Lionfish, which are covered in extended venomous spines, are effective hunters of many types of prey.  They have no true predators in 

their new Caribbean environment, making their proliferation extremely rapid and difficult to control.  Research in the Bahamas found an 

almost 80% loss of native fish after lionfish entered Bahama waters.  Belize could also lose a similar number of reef fish as lionfish in-

vade Belizean waters.   

 

Very important to understand is that while the spines of the lionfish are venomous, the fish itself is not poisonous, and is not only safe to 

eat, but also tastes very good ï so good that Belizeôs Fisheries Department believes lionfish can be controlled here primarily by catching 

and eating them.  (Encouraging sharks, large grouper and Moray eels to enjoy tasty lionfish is another way to control the lionfish inva-

sion of Belize).     

 

Researchers in Belize are eager to observe the effect of the lionfish invasion on ecosystems ranging from reefs to sea grass beds to man-

groves.  In Bacalar Chico Marine Reserve in northern Belize, Blue Ventures, a volunteer-based non-profit organization, has been moni-

toring the lionfish population explosion since early 2011.   

 

Lionfish have also moved rapidly south in the last two years and now researchers from the Southern Environmental Association (SEA) 

in Placencia and the Toledo Institute for Development and Environment (TIDE) in Punta Gorda are working with Blue Ventures to gath-

er data on the lionfish invasion.  Researchers want to figure out new ways to control lionfish in our waters and to do that they are look-

ing at which habitats and prey lionfish prefer and how lionfish are affecting native fish stocks.  

 

Clearly lionfish are a serious threat to the health and future of marine environments they invade, and we wonôt have comprehensive so-

lutions to control lionfish until we understand how lionfish live and flourish in their new Belize environment.  One thing is certain 

though, if something is not done quickly and effectively, the lionfish problem will continue to unfold, leaving us to wonder:  Will lion-

fish soon be the King of the Reef? 

 

Alison and Will are interns at SEA throughout June and July, supervised by SEAôs Science Director Dr. Annelise Hagan.   

 

 

Circles show areas where Lionfish have invaded. 

Silent Complain  
 

I keep Silent 

Even when I know 

Who made the Blood flow 

 in a constant stream 

Until another life goes dim 

 

I keep Silent 

I turn a blind eye 

And in my Silence I wonder why 

So many mothers 

 are left to cry 

And I hope for a change 

A change I know 

It will never come 

Until this Silence is broken 

A change will come 

 when I stop hiding home 

A change will come 

When I stop keep secrets 

That are not my own 

Then and only then 

A change will come 

Am I willing to take that step?  

Magda Morales 

Update  

Antillean Cages  

Jamaicans want fish to feed their people.  Be-

lizean fisherfolk in the southern waters of 

Monkey River and Punta Gorda stepped for-

ward to meet that demand by trapping fish 

with Antillean cages (traps) and selling the 

fish directly to PG Fisheries and Rainforest 

Seafood, (Rainforest) both Jamaican compa-

nies. 

 

However, last year Fisheries Department 

banned these Antillean cages that some of our 

fishermen use for being ñtoo efficient and 

unsustainable.ò  That means fishing using 

these cages was rapidly exhausting our fisher-

ies and also disrupting the ecological balance 

of our marine environment. 

 

Fisheries ordered all fishermen to pull the 

Antillean traps by the end of January, 2012.  

Fisherfolk who did not comply would face 

prosecution by the Fisheries Department. 

However, current information from Fisheries 

indicates that only about 25 Antillean traps 

have been pulled, with the fishermen still fish-

ing with these banned traps. 

 

According to a source in the Fisheries Depart-

ment: ñIt is becoming increasingly tedious 

trying to monitor this trap removal.  We have 

not caught any fishermen dropping or lifting 

Antillean cages.  It is my opinion Belize fish-

ermen are being tricky.ò 

 

In an attempt to get a handle on this crisis, 

Fisheries has done two things:  It issued cease 

and desist letters to both Rainforest and PG 

Fisheries to stop buying fish caught in these 

traps. 

 

Fisheries is also now requiring an approval of 

all cages to be used for fishing. Again, our 

source states: ñFisheries is asking to first look 

at the design of a cage before it is actually 

built.  If the design promotes sustainable fish-

ing, approval for construction will be granted, 

and the cage will be registered in the fisher-

menôs name.  Fisheries does not object to cage 

fishing, but we will accept only those cages 

designed for sustainable fishing.ò 

 

Antillean cages wiped out the fishing industry 

in Jamaica.  These cages are larger than Beliz-

ean cages, have two entrances (Belizean cages 

have only one) which allow them to trap too 

many grazing fish.  This indiscriminate taking 

of fish from all spectrums of the Sea is not 

only unsustainable, but is disruptive of the 

natural balance of the Sea.  



A Day In The Life: 

Chelo and Therese Sierra  
ñThe Selection Committee for the 37th International Award for Tourist, Hotel, and Catering 

Industry, an award created by our publishing house in collaboration with the Trade Lead-

ersô Club to honour the most outstanding establishments in the tourist, hotel, restaurant, and 

catering fields, has chosen RESTAURANT OMARôS as a winner of the 2012 award.ò 

 

Trade Leadersô Club, Madrid, Spain, www.tradeleadersclub.com 

 

Omarôs Creole Grub, on the road in 

the heart of Placencia Village, 

doesnôt look real fancy, but this 

international award affirms what we 

all knowðMarcello (ñCheloò) and 

Therese Sierra sure can deliver the 

goods on Creole cooking! 

 

Omarôs Creole Grub is only one of 

three businesses the Sierras own.  

They also own and operate Omarôs 

Guesthouse on the Sidewalk across 

from St. Johnôs School and Omarôs 

Laundry Service. 

 

Getting through a day running three 

businesses is a delicate balancing 

act.  It begins at 5 AM when 

Therese cranks up the washing ma-

chine to do the laundry for her 

guesthouse.  Then she heads over to 

the restaurant where she oversees 

its operations. 

 

Says Therese, a born Placencia gal, 

daughter of Bobo Lopez and Julia 

Leslie, ñIôm pretty much at the res-

taurant from 7 AM-3 PM every day 

except Saturday.  Chelo and I cut 

up chickens and I prep all the side dishes, like rice and beans and salads.  We serve break-

fast, lunch, and dinner, so Chelo and I are constantly prepping not just for one meal, but for 

the next one, as well.  We have to be prepared for just about anything. 

 

ñPeople see Chelo running up and down the road on his bike.  They think he does it for exer-

cise.  Actually, he is doing all the shopping for our restaurant, searching out the best vegeta-

bles and fish.  He buys fish and conch directly from the fishermen and cleans and fillets the 

fish himself.  When lobster season is on, Chelo paddles out in a canoe to his special spots in 

the Sea and he dives for lobster.  If we had to buy lobster, we wouldnôt be able to offer our 

diners such a good price. 

 

ñOur tourists usually arrive by boat or bus, so we have to pay attention to those schedules 

and be at the guest house to sign them in, so we go back and forth a lot between the guest 

house and the restaurant.ò 

 

The Sierras are a tight-knit family, and their businesses rely on their four children helping 

out.  Cara is a student at Independence High School and helps Therese with the guest house 

laundry when she returns later in the day.  Omar, for whom the restaurant is named, works at 

the Southern Environmental Association during the day, then helps cook at night.  Grayson 

attends school at night, so he pitches in during the day.  Eddie, before he got another job, 

cooked and waited tables. 

 

They all find their way home between 10 and 11 at night. 

 

The Sierras are proud of their 20 years in the food industry, starting out as a tiny take-out 

stand on the Sidewalk across from Serenade Guesthouse, progressing to a full-service res-

taurant on the Sidewalk in the mid 90s. 

 

But, they lost their home and their restaurant in Hurricane Iris in 2001, and, like so many 

Placencia folks, had to start all over again.                                  (continued in right column) 

 

òGive Us Water to Drinkó 

 

Life canôt exist without water, and experts have forecast that in the not-so-distant-future, 

water will be worth more than oil or gold.  Already, the price that Americans pay for water 

is rising faster than the cost of any other utility service in the United States ð be it gas, 

electricity, or telephone.   In fact, water prices in 30 major U.S. cities rose 18 percent over 

the last two years.  Chicago residents saw the greatest increase, nearly 25 percent in the 

past year 

 

Fortunately, Belize is blessed with abundant, clean water ï for now.  But, we must protect 

our water to make sure that our children, grandchildren, and their grandchildren will con-

tinue to have the same good, clean water that we do. 

 

In 2010/2011, the Belize Government enacted the National Integrated Water Resources Act 

to begin regulating and protecting our national water supplies. 

 

The Act clearly states that all ground water, surface water and flowing water belong to the 

Government, not to any person or company.  The Act also mandates that anyone who wants 

to use our national waters must get a license and pay for the use or our waters.  (This li-

cense applies to almost all uses of water except home and agricultural uses, and includes 

collection of rainwater from roofs for non-domestic and non-agricultural uses.) 

 

In addition, the Act requires that anyone who wants to dig a well must obtain a license first, 

that existing wells must be registered and that throwing or dumping anything (including 

garbage) into a well or body of water is illegal and carries a fine of ten thousand to one 

hundred thousand dollars and/or one year in prison.   

 

All in all, the Act is a pretty good start at water protection.  However, it does include some 

disturbing provisions that could threaten our drinking water supplies. 

 

1. Agricultural use of water is not regulated, no matter how much water is used, or 

what is put into the water (such as insecticides and pesticides).  A massive palm oil planta-

tion is currently being proposed in the Toledo District.  If that plantation actually comes 

into being, under the Act, the Government is not required to regulate the amount of water 

used for irrigation, even if that water use threatens drinking water supplies for neighboring 

communities.  That same massive plantation would also not be required to get a permit to 

discharge polluted water as long as the polluted water resulted from ñgood agricultural 

practices.ò  (Sections 27, 66(3) and 74 of the Act) 

 

2. Anyone who drills a well to explore or drill for oil or other minerals must ñtake 

measuresò to protect ground water.  However, the measures that must be taken are limited 

to ones that wonôt interfere with the exploration or drilling.  That means that the Act gives 

priority to oil and minerals over peopleôs drinking water and would allow pollution of 

ground water if preventing the pollution interferes with drilling.  (Section 42 of the Act) 

 

3. The Government is not required to consult with anyone before issuing a license 

for commercial water uses ï the Act says that the Government may consult with the public, 

but doesnôt require any consultation ï or notice that a license was issued.  That means that 

the Government could license someone to start bottling water out of Placenciaôs water sup-

plies and not even tell us about it before the license was issued.  (Section 16(4) of the Act) 

 

4. The granting, cancellation or refusal of a license is subject to ministerial discre-

tion, meaning, for example, that if a license to discharge waste in a river is denied because 

it would cause too much pollution, a minister could decide to give the license anyway.  

(Section 21 of the Act) 

 

5. The Act discourages water conservation because a license may be taken away if 

the license holder isnôt using all the water licensed to be used.  (Section 58(1)(b) of the 

Act.) 

 

A copy of the Act is available for download at 

www..pcsdbelize.org/water_resources_act.pdf 
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Therese recalls, ñIt was a real rough time for us then.  But, moving to the road from the 

Sidewalk after Hurricane Iris really turned things around for us, and last November, we 

were able to expand and triple our seating capacity in the restaurant.  

 

ñChelo, who was born in Independence across the Lagoon, but has called Placencia home 

for over 30 years, is a real jack of all trades, and with his own hands built not only our 

house and guest house, but our restaurant, as well.ò 

 

As Chelo explains, ñWe donôt advertise or do anything via email, but what we do provide 

is an authentic Placencia meal and cultural experience for our guests.  We have been writ-

ten up in budget guide books, so people come looking for us.  The big resorts on the Penin-

sula send their guests to our restaurant for real Creole food.  We have tourists from Hop-

kins come all the way to Placencia just for a meal with us. 

 

ñWe love our culture, even though it is changing so fast.  Being friendly, making people 

feel at home, giving a good laugh, and offering a plate of well prepared food, thatôs why 

people come to Omarôs Creole Grub.  We see an even better future for the new season.ò 

 

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed  

people can change the world.  Indeed, it is the only thing that 

ever has. 

Margaret Mead 

http://www.tradeleadersclub.com



