Roots and Reef

1 July 2012

Sitting On The
Beach -

Watching The
Waves

The Detri ment of
and the Benefit of

By Charles Lesli
Pl acencia Village C
man g
me o
it

n odayés worl d,
the adage that #fAs
robl e 0 r

0]
m, O 0 f

any call this apath
elieve it is solely
ti me where we are b
d have so much goi ng
%

es, tphastsiwe .sairpgor

Passi vemeampspowed compl
ations, but take no action to affect changes or e _—
i mprovements in thesepf s

i

by eve ryone ,

port is everywhere and pract ed
whether they are awarp of 11 ¢/ e"?§es in the Placenc, as kaquooen byi
For example, | believ%”éiars%ri‘m%_”ts%bp%?mp'iisa'i”h% plan (ECP) for the construcltei on
reason why people com%@aiwa%b%!ugrz‘ed by Doug Ingersoll, who is also a dllw_ehuator
1 Facebook, yet they QFSdSh,”ﬂabBbBBE Lagpgn to_protect the Lagoon from_assbslepscrz
single day for hour82hMm glfhmemapatee, dol_phlns and other forms of wil thiciefde
T How expensi ve {PEUWQF'PSS?‘QhWQHF FQ find catch food.
yet they eat t very week with their
family and fri
T A particular p
back into power
It is easy to cal
write | etters to
street corner and
particular Government
However, the maj
it up with meani
same old politic
vot es, knowi ng t
hardshi ps, and m
areebkecting the
these hardships

Passive support
oppose somet hing
about iit, we become
against OQur passi vi
wi || change.

fail to be the change
orl d

Our nation, especi
our young people
high price for our
What is needed i

Beli ze
by Ciara Vernon

Passive resistance, al(s®m akmowar racsn,ltaheeproloiltdi daughter of Placenciads Deb Tornad aDa vA«
of ordinary people, 0 itsurtelse wirlalctait¢ enad fl nadcetpie@ed e mge Hi gh School in theesabhl sch®obt
goals through nonviolent actions that challenge
social, political, culRecealt | yl égalourocogevweai hment awi tnessed the cleari ngwoefv ear
i ssues. Acti oficimharege tdsEebé nvi dlsewny. Ol d trees that have been there foagudtviemc
happen peacefully. trees is very bad for the environment. 't can c autseef niaens

tion and tearing up of trees. We all can help keep our el
Picketing, peaceful demonstrations, economic
boycotts, tax resistafeaétisngridloeve, odlirstrielest wohlofdo damage to the grounider at e
informational |l eafletgsoopsotesthoddt jtptogesthemusi Roots are an i mportanaraep abbdc a

continued on page 6 continued



Page 2

1 July 2012 Roots and Reef

ijt

b
%

0Oi (
i

Lionfish: King of the Reef?
Jamaicans want fish Jto feed their peopl e. Be-
l'izean fisherfol k in|BtyhAls swtnh e&ntrogwmatrerasido Wi | | Stevenson,
Monkey River and Punfiat@omda ast Spudedefroar Environment al As s
ward to meet that demand by trapping fish
with Antillean cagesjJutstrams) tdred Adelilciamg Itilben, the top prec
fish directly to PG |Fiishemiags somd Raikref oree gtn o v emattihwee rered
Seafood, (Rainforest|fisdtmarkramaeild®vedomma-have been rel easce
ni es. 1992 when Hurricane Andrew damaged a [
popul ations exploded across the wester BEL|ZE
However, |l ast vyear Flipdreemwheos rkdpyarntnmemwmtcal fish for food ar
bannd@dse Antill ean clages that some of our
fishermen use for belOng githad | ¢f fNfRdiGC &fet ¢ @ntdihenflindlo have now been sighted arsi dja.
unsustainable. o ThaltLi medn s hf iwehiend iusitngli scovered in Belize in 2008 atofGlroajes
these cages was rapijdlhhy oagthaowdt iong «cwwrasftiad hevat ers since that ti me. (The finfs
ies and also disruptfing the ecological bal ance
of our marine envirojbmemtti sh, which are covered in extended venomous spiatmreas | n
their new Caribbean environment, making their prolidcirmdi:
Fisheries ordered allfalfmoshe B8mén |tos spwlfl ntaihe ve fish after |lionfish enteloendiBdgh
Antillean traps by tivadendedfi zkEPamuavay ,erzs012.
Fisherfolk who did njot comply would face
prosecution by the FliVehgriienpobdmarntt moentunderstand is that while the sprioste$ yof a
However, current infleramat iban fad cios & iagtiedti wieaty Beloidzebds Fi sheries DepartmenatJ
indicates that only Jamalutea2s nAnttihlelmean (tEmapsairaging sharks, | arge groupresi ain
have been pulled, wifsh otmheffiBeherzmen still fish-
ing with these banneld traps.
Researchers in Belize are eager to observe the ef fbeesdtt oflm
According to a sourclgriorvetshe Hins Barciad arDe&€harcto- Mari ne Res-Pasecdirmdndr tolrgrammBaelf H
ment: filt is becomin|g oirnarge d hiendli yontfé dihopopul ati on explosion since early 20131
trying to monitor thlis trap removal. We have
not caught any fishellmeoemfdrrsdhppiave &d sloi fmoivregd rapi dly south in the | ast tWwWYye
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and desist |l etters t|d ubotomsRdionfcomégstoland om&i sh until we wunderstand hocwetlaiiongf
Fisheries to stop bupihog gfhi,sh fc ®swgnett hiimgt hssewmot done quickly and effectWMiVveély,i
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A Day In The Life:
Chelo and Therese Sierra
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AiThe Selection 'Glonmneirtntaetei ofnoarl tAwea r3d7 f or W%tuerrsW',llHot?"elworatnl'ﬂ Bt &rfhgn oil or go
Industry, an award created by our publidfi Ad Shd@sd aisg €dotN@hod i &M Shidofe @ity op
ersd Club to honour the most outstandin |@sctéblcr'éwlm%rpftr%cureﬂe@@ht@e”rteoﬁjrrr(‘sﬁs hip t 2Q
catering fields, has chosen RESTAURANT I\W&I?dé‘sasta"’owﬂr?rﬁérs-of Chi ¢ a8@®1 7 esudedts
pas year
Trade Leaderso6 @wwbirMddireddeSpainohb. com ) ) ] )
Fortunately, Belize is biessedwwi tBuabpu
Omar6s Creole Grudyl owatiene ty05 gm@akiey sure that our childre
the heart of Placte'n”curea t\/o||h|aavgee'the same good, clean wate

doesnodt |l ook rea
Therese Sierra s
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Omar 6s Creol e Gr
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b69i Anfgegul ating and protecting our
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ondet igofnal waters must get a |
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from St. Johnos S' ch oBod d igtnigo Nomatrhges Act requires that anyo
e L aundry Service. hat existing wells must be registered
garbage) into a well or body of water i
Getting through ahudnadrerduntnhionugsatnhdredeolIars and/ or one yea
“businesses is a delicate baIancing )
act . 't begins Alls iam aplen the Act is a pretty good st
Therese cranks upd'tshteurvrpa' N npgronz,/ai_sions that could threat
. chine to do the | aundry for her .
guesthouse. The nlshé\gﬁééﬁ‘été' &l yusge of water is not re
the restaurant whW%hal sinSe Polie risfeleos t he water (such as ins
its operations tion is currently being proposed in the
into being, under th Act, the Gover nme
daughter of BobocLoorrbnéuznratnrdest,ahat same massive plantat
Leslie, A1 6m pretdtrscnhuacrhgeatpotlhleuteeds water as |l ong as the
taurant -8r BM gvé\wradcatrces.o (Sections 27, 66(3) and 74
except Saturday Chel o and | cut
up chickens and | prep all the side disRes, AlYygeerwke dhidl beadswWahlh sa|aypl or g
fast, lunch, and dinner, so Chelo and | MRS UIEFPt 4Pt IPY O @€ pidd @ Ut Wad £f - f o HOy
the next one, as well We have to be prh@pd@mé&d fdrat) wonodpd it edd i wgth the e
priority to oil and minerals over peopl
iPeople see Chelo running up and down trgéorud‘éjdw@ﬁeﬂiéfblpliéeve”fﬂé‘)g tfien R ol d Udd &
ci se. Actually, he is doing all the shoppin% for our restaurant, searching ou
bles and fish. He buys fish and conch FireltbleyCeYem MaBt i $hBPmehe@nid € e PsC
fish himself. When | obster season is orf,orCfFé’I”‘d“epiédW'i‘%%mgt@trs?Jﬁseét”éaﬁ%oo”esmﬂote‘ﬁ"“i“gt”
the Sea and he dives for lobster I f weUiadoegapye conpyy dmatiipge wbhialgndt! beenyp
diners such a good price. the Government could |icense someone to
plies and not even tell us about it bef
AOur tourists wusually arrive y boat or bus, so we have to pay attention to th
and be at the guest house to sign them i4n, §Bewer gt bRag«x @dQBCE¢bhahi an|of bHet we
house and the restaurant. o tion, meaning, for example, that if a I
it would cause too much pollution, a mi
The Sierr«sniardéaamitiyghtand their businesée8§CféPry 84 PChethefédGé)children hel ping
out . Cara is a student at I ndependence High School and helps Therese with the
l aundry when she returns later in the da&y. 10OmafCldrsqGaAYmMEene Wakehutansefeah
the Southern Environmental Association ddi dd ceemeeddyw,) dieged snditpdsd ddk add dihgn
attends school at night, so he pitches iAr?tdl)ring the day. Eddi e, before he go
cooked and waited tabl es. ) )
A copy of the Act is available for down
They all find their way home between 10 WaViWd - PLsgddedijigpr org/ water _resources_act
e Sierr as ar e proud of their 20 yoeuatr s in the f ood indllcfry’ Qtnrfing o Ut a-s
stand on the Sidewal k across fr osnerSveirceen ardees -Guest house, progressing to a full
t rant on the Sidewalk in the mid 905'Therese recalls, Ailt was a real rough t
. Sidewal r Hur ri n.e lris [ u
But, they |l ost their home and their res §ir & ° 2y i 4 , ,
Pl acencia fol ks, had to st(acrotn tailnueodv eirn argragehnt tbco t% ex %%ra anld ¥ 'IE)I?e (gﬁr %%(‘5’”
AChel o, who was born in Independence ac
[ for over 30 years, is a real jack of al
LffAﬂermath, house and guest house, but our restaura
" Hurricane Iris, _ ) ) _
. 1 As Chel o explains, fAWe dondét advertise
October 2001 Omar's Restaurant is an authentic Placencia meal and cul't
7 ten up in budget guide books, so peopl e
sula send their guests to our restauran
kins come all the way to Pl acencia just
Aiwe | ove our culture, even though it 1is
feel at home, giving a good |l augh, and
people come to Omard6s Creole Grub We
Never doubt that a small gfF}
people can change the worlg.
ever has.
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